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THE CONCEPT OF THE BALKANS

CSABA SURÁNYI ∗

(Abstract) Europe does not have any other geographic unit that would have elicited as many disputes, the
boundaries of which would be as difficult to define, and the name of which would have changed as many
times as that of the Balkans Peninsula.
Where is it, and up to where does the Balkans expand? Is that a Peninsula in Southeast –Europe? Or is it
merely a metaphor of a certain civilization? Does the Balkans really exist, or is it more of a political notion
today? How can we define the relationship between the Balkans and Southeast-Europe? How can we find the
middle way between recognizing the importance of geography in shaping history as opposed to the risk of
overemphasizing this fact.
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“The Models in Geography.”
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