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SAPIENTIA ORATORIS
Wisdom, rhetoric, society in Cicero’s writing De inventione

LAJOS-ZOLTÁN SIMON ∗

(Abstract)
The work De inventione by Cicero was fundamental in the European education for hundreds of years and
its impact is inestimable. The introduction of Book I balances the social benefit and disservice of rhetoric,
which leads to the issue of intercommunication of rhetoric and philosophy, as well as the origin of human
civilization. This paper expounds this culture theory of Cicero and its preludes, then examines the late
antique commentaries which reinterpreted Cicero’s work in the view of Neoplatonic philosophy so that it
could become a core text of the medieval and Renaissance rhetorical theory.
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